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Our nation is struggling and is in trouble.  “We have lost many of our freedoms in 

America because we have been asleep.”  We could forfeit National Day of Prayer and 

this freedom to public prayer if we do not wake up and preserve it. Shirley Dobson 

• National Day of Prayer is an Annual Observance on the 1st Thursday of May for 

people in the United States to pray for our nation. This is our RIGHT and privi-

lege. 

• Prayer is part of  our History and our Heritage.  Days of Prayer were called by 

leaders and  most presidents beginning in 1668. Ronald Reagan established it as 

the First Thursday of May, a National Holiday. We teach our people, especially 

the young the way of our nation’s foundation in faith and prayer. 

• Each year the president signs a proclamation encouraging Americans to pray.  

This has also been done by  most previous 50 governors, US Territories, counties, 

and many cities.  It is set into  federal law. 

• It’s a day to come together as ONE in the Lord, whether different ages, ethnici-

ties, denominations, political parties,  or socio-economic levels. 

• Each year we gather in every part of the country, gathering over one million par-

ticipants and more than 30,000 observances. 

• People gather  to worship and pray at breakfast meetings, capitols, city halls, 

parks, schools, churches and homes. We prayer walk, have car parades, prayer 

trains.   

• In Oregon there were 65-70 National Day of Prayer Observances last year. 

• Our goal is to have a prayer gathering in every one of the 241 incorporated cities 

in Oregon. 

• We encourage every family, church or community to host a NDP gathering.  If 

you host a gathering, sign up as a volunteer and register your event. The NDP 

website has resources and videos for your event.  Go to:   

       www.nationaldayof prayer.org or email:  ndp@prayoregon.org 
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